BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 27 January 2026 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Bob Murrant (chair)

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson
Liz Hobbs

Daff Chelani

Richard Chandler
Jonathan Dart

Mark Ralph

Sandie Gill

Barbara Kendall

Apologies: Pat Short, Cristina Marin-Hanson
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 25 November 2025 were accepted with a minor correction.

Matters arising: None.
Christmas lights competition
80 houses were seen displaying lights, a good number. The winners were 14 Randolph Road and they have received a box of chocolates as the prize.

Meet the Neighbours coffee morning
Saturday 10 January. Around 18 attendees including most of the committee and 3 newcomers, a reasonable turnout. Would benefit from flyering for future events.

Council matters
Obstructive EV charging cable in Addison Road – the matter is with the council’s legal department, Bob is chasing this.

Barbara has approached the council about clearing the land at the corner of Addison Road and Denbeigh Place, with possible use as a community facility in mind.

Residents in Northfield Road are interested in planting a tree on the traffic island.

The planning application to develop the Meadow Road industrial site has been refused.
Flood planning
Awaiting feedback from the council.
Neighbourhood News
The front page of the December edition featured an article on Bell Tower’s 20th anniversary.

Miles and Daughters have paid up to date for advertising.

For the future we need a new newsletter editor – Jonathan may be willing to take this on if someone else can manage the website and social media.

Jake is willing to take on ordering the newsletter and invoicing advertisers.

Does the website need a revamp? Or just more news content?

Can we produce a welcome pack or similar for new residents?

Treasurer’s report
After payments from Miles & Daughters we now have around £1150 including cash.
Future events
Meet the Neighbours – provisionally 25 April.
Cheese and wine evening for supporters -  no alcohol in Hew Hope so probably Launchpad or the Village Hotel. Date and venue to be confirmed. David will contact Launchpad.

Gardening competition – deadline late March.

Flyer for AGM and gardening competition to be distributed late February.
AOB
AGM – 21 March 10.30am. Speaker from Reading Rep (Jonathan liaising). New Hope booked.
Committee post-Christmas meal at River Spice was enjoyable, we are negotiating a discount for members.
Bob suggested setting up a pay as you go phone to contact Bell Tower. Jake will look into this.

Liz to book New Hope for the July committee meeting.
Next meeting: Tuesday 24 February 2026, 7.30pm, at the New Hope Centre.
