BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 28 October 2025 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Bob Murrant (chair)

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson

Jonathan Dart
Pat Short
Sandie Gill

Barbara Kendall

Mark Ralph

plus 3 guests from Addison Road.

Apologies: Liz Hobbs, Cristina Marin-Hanson, Daff Chelani, Richard Chandler
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 30 September 2025 were accepted with minor typing corrections.

Matters arising: None.
Macmillan coffee morning feedback
Attendance was reasonable, we raised around £170.
Community street weeding session
Saturday 15 November starting at 10.30 in Randolph Road. Priority streets are Randolph Road, Addison Road and Cardiff Road. Participants should dress appropriately including gloves and bring tools (trowel, hoe or spade). Bell Tower hi-viz vests can be provided. Bob has sent the risk assessment to the council, no feedback yet.
Flood planning
Liz has contacted council officers, awaiting feedback.
Council matters
Festival feedback: we have met the organisers and given feedback. In general this year’s festival seemed very quiet and well-organised. We reported a lot of pick-ups disturbing residents around Newport Road and Randolph Road in the night – the organisers and the council have noted this.

Meadow Road industrial site development: planning application for a number of light industrial units with parking, this would include the Phantom Brewery site. Mark has contacted councillors expressing concerns, shared by other residents of the newer Addison Road houses (three of whom attended this meeting as guests). Main concerns are loss of light, the selection and position of trees, hours of operation not being specified, windows facing Addison Road, use of the eastern access gate and Ross Road entrance, and lack of parking for site users.

The planning application has been called in and will be discussed at the applications committee, as it is inconsistent with the Local Plan. We can give feedback via Mark or (preferably) our councillors up to the end of October – residents are encouraged to comment and object if they wish.

Norman Place in Vastern Road to be demolished and 200+ flats built there. Sovereign House will be converted to law courts. Building has started on the former SSE site.

Neighbourhood News
Christmas lights competition, (with deadline date and reminder to leave lights on in the evening to qualify), recycling article, possible Bell Tower 20th anniversary article, Meadow Road development (Mark), coffee morning (Jake), ASB reporting. Copy deadline 15 November.

Treasurer’s report
No change. David will contact Miles & Daughters about outstanding invoices (it is likely that they have not been receiving his emails).
AOB

Barbara has asked councillors about the ownership of the land on the corner of Addison Road and Denbeigh Place with a view of using it for a community space. No ownership information available from them except confirmation that the council is not the owner.

Some car break-ins have been reported. Everyone is encouraged to call 101 to report all incidents or use the police website (Jonathan has used this successfully).

The new plastic litter bins often fall off or get damaged – Bob has contacted councillors about this and reported the defects using the Love Clean Reading app. The defective bins have been fixed.

Jonathan will invite Reading Rep to give a talk at our AGM (date in March 2026, to be confirmed).

David is expecting to be moving away in 2026, so Bell Tower will need to recruit a new secretary and newsletter editor.

Next meeting: Tuesday 25 November 2025, 7.30pm, at the New Hope Centre.
