BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 26 August 2025 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Bob Murrant (chair)

Liz Hobbs

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson

Jonathan Dart

Cristina Marin-Hanson

Richard Chandler

Sandie Gill

Barbara Kendall

Mark Ralph

Daff Chelani

Apologies: Pat Short
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 29 July 2025 were accepted.

Matters arising: None.
Future events
Bookings have been confirmed with Greyfriars for the two coffee mornings – ‘Meet the Neighbours’ on Saturday 13 September 10.30-12.30 and the Macmillan event on Saturday 11 October 10.30-12.30. Cristina will be co-ordinating catering for the Macmillan event, and David will advertise for cake baking volunteers in the newsletter.

David will run the Heritage Open Days local history walk in September as in previous years, Friday 19 and Saturday 20 September, starting at the Moderation at 2.00. The Saturday event is already fully booked by local people, advertised through the WhatsApp group.
Community street weeding session, agreed on Saturday 15 November starting at 10.30 in Randolph Road – the council can provide bags for collection. Priority streets are Randolph Road, Addison Road and Cardiff Road. We can have coffee at New Hope afterwards. Bob will contact the council about equipment for the event.
Council matters
Festival feedback: the festival overall seemed very quiet. The new scheme to divert taxis through Cardiff Road and Milford Road seemed well-organised and orderly. The only reported problem in the area was that the bollards were closed before the advertised time of 1.00am and there were vehicles making a noise trying to get through.

Some confusion around Caversham Road with a lot of pick-ups disturbing residents around Newport Road and Randolph Road – the area will need better marshalling to discourage this.

Residents are invited to send in their feedback on the festival ahead of our meeting with the council and Festival Republic in October – David will advertise this in the newsletter.
Flood plan
Liz has had difficulty receiving emails from David – David will send this again via Jonathan if the problem persists. Liz, Barbara and David will meet when convenient to review the plan.

Neighbourhood News
Production of the September edition is underway. Street party review, possible Christmas lights teaser, local history walk, recycling article, gardening competition winners, Macmillan coffee morning including a call for baking volunteers. David may have to shorten or hold over the recycling article because of lack of space this time.

Treasurer’s report
Believed unchanged.
River Academy
No further information.

Social media

Mark asked if there were content guidelines, particularly for the WhatsApp group. The group is still evolving, but the general guideline for fundraisers (a particular question) is that they should generally not be publicised unless there is a strong local connection.
AOB

Possible art project – to be discussed in the future and the idea will be floated at the coffee mornings.

The council has published a formal consultation on emission-based parking charges and residents are encouraged to respond. David will advertise this in the newsletter – the deadline for responses is 12 September.

The new plastic litter bins often fall off or get damaged – Bob will contact councillors about this.

Addison Road resident charging electric car across pavement – the council has sent warning letters. There are approved methods for on-street charging including use of an approved type of safety mat or getting a charging point fitted in the kerb, and the resident could charge their car safely if they can get a longer charging cable and a suitable safety mat.

Next meeting: Tuesday 30 September 2025, 7.30pm, at the New Hope Centre. 
