BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 29 July 2025 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Bob Murrant (chair)

Liz Hobbs

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson

Richard Chandler

Sandie Gill

Barbara Kendall

Pat Short

Mark Ralph

Daff Chelani

Apologies: Cristina Marin-Hanson, Jonathan Dart
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 24 June 2025 were accepted with additional apologies added and a minor correction.

Matters arising: None.
Gardening competition
Bob has awarded the prizes. Judging took place on 28 July, and the result was very close although there were three clear winners. 13 entries overall, some good gardens were not entered.
Street party
Held on Saturday 5 July. A successful event with a lot of positive feedback. Keeping the table number small gave a better atmosphere. Liz offered feedback on behalf of participants that the music was too loud at the tables so these should be positioned further away or we need to ask Burt to reduce the volume.
Future events
David expects to repeat the Heritage Open Days local history walk in September as in previous years, dates to be decided.
Next ‘Meet the Neighbours’ coffee morning planned for 13 September at New Hope, and Macmillan coffee morning for 11 October – Liz will continue to chase New Hope for a booking. Confirmed date and venue for September event needed for newsletter by 15 August. Alternative venues could be Launchpad 135 or River Academy.

Barbara suggested a street weeding session – the council can provide equipment and bags.
Council matters
Addison Road parking proposal: discussed at the council committee meeting (Cllr Barnett-Ward is a committee member). There will be a wider review to try to create at least as many spaces as would be lost by adding double yellow lines around the junction with Printers Road.

Bob contacted councillors about about abandoned vehicles parked in the industrial area of Cardiff Road. This will be investigated.

Resident charging electric car across pavement – the council has contacted the resident and will send an advisory letter. There are approved methods for on-street charging including use of an approved type of safety mat or getting a charging point fitted in the kerb.

Mark mentioned the Meadow Road industrial area plans – these are very provisional and high level no planning application has been sent in.
Broken glass in Meadow Road – Mark will contact Cllr Barnett-Ward.

Fast electric bikes in the area – residents are encouraged to report these to the police.
Flood plan
Feedback received but this has not been of much help. Liz will organise a session with Barbara and David to go through this.
Neighbourhood News
The copy deadline for the September newsletter will be 15 August. Street party review (including thanks to New Hope, Mary, Gunja, other helpers, the Moderation), Christmas lights teaser, local history walk, recycling article, gardening competition winners, Macmillan coffee morning including a call for baking volunteers.

Treasurer’s report
Bell Tower has £530 in the bank and £318 in cash. The street party provided plenty of donations and raised £128 altogether. Public liability insurance will be renewed in August (around £100).
River Academy
We have publicised the school’s Amazon book donation scheme in the newsletter.
AOB

None

Next meeting: Tuesday 26 August 2025, 7.30pm, at the New Hope Centre. 
