BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 24 June 2025 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Bob Murrant (chair)

Liz Hobbs

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson

Jonathan Dart

Richard Chandler

Barbara Kendall

Pat Short

Cristina Marin-Hanson
Apologies: Mark Ralph, Sandie Gill, Daff Chelani
Bob thanked last year’s committee for all their hard work, mentioning Liz (Chair), Jonathan (Vice-Chair), David (Secretary) and Jake (Treasurer).
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 27 May 2025 were accepted.

Matters arising: None.
Gardening competition
Bob has bought vouchers as prizes. Judging will take place on 25 July, Nood have offered to help again. David will work with Jake to produce a flyer.
Street party
Saturday 5 July, 11.00 onwards. David has put an advert on the front page of the June newsletter and will put a poster on the noticeboard. Abi Ord can help for a time, we can use New Hope in case of bad weather, and can use the furniture and games. David will send a ‘please move your cars’ note to Jake to print and distribute. £10 or Watercress Line family voucher for the quiz (winner can choose). Jake & Cristina will get squash for drinks, Jake offered to help with putting up bunting. We can use Phil & Sandie’s ladder. David’s band is available with a stand-in bassist. Richard will set the quiz and get banquet roll.
Future events
David expects to repeat the Heritage Open Days local history walk in September as in previous years, date to be decided.
Next ‘Meet the Neighbours’ coffee morning planned for 13 September at New Hope, and Macmillan coffee morning for 11 October – Liz will continue to chase New Hope for a booking, we may need to try a different venue if the room is unavailable. Bob and Barbara will organise refreshments. Confirmed date and venue for September event needed for newsletter by 15 August. Alternative venues could be Launchpad 135 or River Academy.
Council matters
Addison Road parking proposal: discussed at the council committee meeting (Cllr Barnett-Ward is a committee member). There will be a wider review to try to create at least as many spaces as would be lost by adding double yellow lines around the junction with Printers Road.

Bob expressed concern about abandoned vehicles parked in the industrial area of Cardiff Road and weeds in gutters. The council can provide collection bags and we can operate under their insurance to clear these. Also questions on heat pump legislation and bins left on pavements.
Flood plan
David has received initial feedback from council officers on our emergency plan. Most of it is related to changes since it was originally written. David will endeavour to print out the feedback for Barbara (it is in a format that is difficult to print).
Neighbourhood News
June edition published and delivered. The copy deadline for the September newsletter will be 15 August. We may produce a special edition celebrating Bell Tower’s 20th anniversary.

River Academy
We have publicised the school’s Amazon book donation scheme in the newsletter. Donors are invited to mention that they heard about the scheme through Bell Tower when they make a donation.
AOB

Barbara has now seen children using the Denbeigh Place play area and it has been seen to be unlocked in the daytime as expected.

Proposed development at 94-98 Addison Road: conversion to 4 flats plus an office. Concerns about density, noise to immediate neighbours and that there are only 3 parking spaces. Committee members are asked to raise an objection and point out that residents should not be granted parking permits – deadline 3 July.

Concerns about the quality of demolition of the Drews buildings – will unplanned parts be damaged?

Concern about school drops on corners – initially to be raised informally with Sandie.

Barbara asked if we can think of businesses that could be approached for a membership discount.
Next meetings: Tuesday 29 July 2025, 7.30pm, at the New Hope Centre. 
