BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES

Tuesday 29 April 2025 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Liz Hobbs (chair)

Jonathan Dart

David Neale

Jake Marin-Hanson

Richard Chandler

Barbara Kendall

Pat Short

Bob Murrant
Apologies: Mark Ralph, Sandie Gill
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 25 March 2025 were accepted with a minor correction.

Matters arising: None.
AGM date and venue
Saturday 10 May 10.30am at New Hope, room booked. The speaker will be Tony Stead from the Cholsey & Wallingford Railway. David will produce a flyer. Richard will be unable to attend and gave his apologies for absence, Bob is not sure whether he can attend. Membership subscriptions will be due from the AGM date.
Council matters
Cardiff Road parking problems persist, affected residents encouraged to attend the next councillors’ surgery.

David has received initial feedback from council officers on our emergency plan. Most of it is related to changes since it was originally written.
Future events
Another summer gardening competition in 2025 with a similar format to last year’s, and a spring competition in 2026. Bob kindly offered to donate/organise prizes and will organise judges for the competition. To be featured in the June newsletter and flyers can be handed out at the street party.
Next ‘Meet the Neighbours’ coffee morning at New Hope – September perhaps?

Street party – Saturday 5 July, 1.00pm onwards. David’s band should be available (Haydn is willing to stand in as bass player), Jonathan’s drumming group, Liz knows a local musician that may be interested. Local artist Gunja Bhatt has agreed to coordinate the face painting and offer caricatures at the street party. David has seen Andy and Bee from the Moderation and told them the date.
Survey of residents
The online survey is ready to use. David will remind the committee and look for volunteers.

Finance report: as before but with minor changes relating to committee members’ subscriptions and expenses. Jake will prepare a statement for the AGM.
Membership report: Memberships to be renewed at the AGM, and existing subscriptions will be extended until then, after which a further report will be produced. There is now a WhatsApp group and this can be used to promote membership after the AGM.

Relations with other local businesses: no new information.
Neighbourhood News
June edition – normal deadline 15 May but may be extended for a week because David will be away so the newsletter will be published in early to mid June. AGM/speaker report, gardening competition, street party advert, survey. New Hope garden if an article is available.

AOB

Liz thanked everyone that supported the recent coffee morning, particularly Bob and Pat who stepped in to help at short notice.

Hoarding has appeared around the Drews buildings.

Work is going on in the bowling alley and there are signs on the windows indicating that it will open this summer.

Barbara had not seen anyone using the Denbeigh Place play area for a long time and wondered if the gate was being unlocked.
Next meetings: AGM Saturday 10 May 10.30am. Committee meeting Tuesday 27 May 2025, 7.30pm, both at the New Hope Centre. 
