BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING: MINUTES
Tuesday 24 September 2024 at the New Hope Centre
Attendees
Liz Hobbs (chair)
David Neale
Richard Chandler
Barbara Kendall
Bob Murrant
Apologies: Pat Short, Jonathan Dart, Jake Marin-Hanson, Sandie Gill, Mark Ralph
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 27 August 2024 were accepted. Barbara queried the quoted date for the December councillors’ surgery (subsequently unable to find this again online so it will be removed).
Matters arising: None.
Treasure hunt
Despite the poor weather in the morning we had 6 teams for the treasure hunt and the weather stayed dry. The event was enjoyed by participants. 4 of the teams finished at Caversham Court – Jake & Cristina’s team won, David & Mary were runners-up. David will put together an article for the newsletter and Richard will share his photos. Liz thanked Richard for his hard work in putting the treasure hunt together and this was seconded by David.
Reading Festival feedback 
Liz will attend a feedback meeting with Festival Republic on 7 October on Barbara’s behalf and comments before the meeting are invited. We already have several comments to present.
Other council matters: Liz attended the councillors’ surgery on 14 September.
Future events
The two local history walks for Heritage Open Days in September were well-attended and popular and enjoyed good weather. David has a photo for the newsletter.
Christmas lights competition. We need to liaise with EP Collier School regarding Christmas time events (through Sandie) to make sure we are not duplicating anything. Liz is attempting to co-ordinate with Andrii Ledenov at Greyfriars but has received no reply as yet.
Quiz early 2025 – David agreed to host this. Richard will talk to Paprika nearer the time when we have had further thoughts about food options.
It is too late to advertise a spring gardening competition, but we could hold another summer one next year and a spring one the year after. Can we get bulbs for 2026?
Barbara suggested a ‘meet the neighbours’ event, potentially with New Hope – proposed date 11 January 2025, and perhaps a Macmillan coffee morning in September 2025. Bob and Pat Murrant have kindly offered to cover the cost of holding the first event.
Possible events associated with Rail 200 in 2025. Could a tour of the train depot be organised?
Survey of residents
The online survey is ready to use. Volunteers needed. We would prefer to do the survey as soon as possible to take advantage of better weather and more light in the evenings.
Finance report: No change.
Membership report:  No change.
Relations with other local businesses: Riverside Dental Centre is celebrating 25 years. Richard wondered if we would accept an article from them. David thought this might be difficult to fit in but is happy to accept a contribution on the understanding that we are not promising that it will be used. David suggested that the dentist could also send the article to the Caversham Bridge newspaper.
Neighbourhood News
December edition copy deadline will be 15 November. Articles on history walk, treasure hunt, teaser sustainable front gardening (with help from Bob), teaser for future gardening competitions, new food bank at New Hope.
Adverts for Christmas lights competition, meet the neighbours event, quiz if date decided.
David will send the newsletter by email to Nood, Richfield Garden Centre, Andy Hartley (River Academy) and councillors.
AOB
New Hope are starting a food bank soon.
Next meeting: Tuesday 29 October 2024, 7.30pm at the New Hope Centre.
