BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
Tuesday 28 May 2024
Attendees
Liz Hobbs (chair)
Jonathan Dart
David Neale
Richard Chandler
Mark Ralph
Bob Murrant
Apologies: Pat Short, Jake Marin-Hanson, Barbara Kendall, Sandie Gill
Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of the committee meeting on 30 April 2024 were accepted.
Matters arising: Liz to contact Alex Berry, Swansea Road resident, through the NHW website. David will send Liz the link to the new group’s web page.
Gardening competition
Flyers have been to delivered, and there is a reminder in the June newsletter. 5 entries so far. We can selectively knock on doors in the time leading up to the judging in July. Richard agreed to act as contact for entries. Liz still attempting to contact Nood. David will put an article on the website. Jonathan suggested we circulate leftover flyers at the street party.
Street party preparations
Confirmed as Saturday 8 June from 1.00pm, road closure confirmed. Bob has contact Abi Ord, New Hope/Greyfriars can provide at least 1 face painter and part time helper. David will get face paints, tablecloth clips, bags of sweets and colouring sheets. Sandie has confirmed the date in writing with Andy at the Moderation. Last year’s band are available (David arranging this) and Jonathan is hoping to include a drumming performance (availability looks less likely). Gazebos: David has one, New Hope’s large dome is available, Magda will help to get this out. Richard can provide up to 3 gazebos. Richard agreed to run the quiz. Set-up from 11.00 onwards.
Flood planning: David has sent a draft of our current plan to council contacts for feedback.
Other council matters: There was some chaos in Cardiff road as a result of the filming in Tessa Road diverting traffic to the industrial estate for 3 days. The notice in the Reading Chronicle showed the wrong route, and the diversion signs should have been clearer. It is understood that this was a one-off event, and councillors are aware that we need to be given more notice if such a road closure is required again in the future.
The council is mounting a legal challenge to the government decision to permit the retail park outline application, which overturned the planning inspector’s decision.
Future events
Possible summer treasure hunt. No others to add for now.
Survey of residents: it was decided to move this item to our next meeting.
Finance report: public liability insurance in place until August. No further report.
Membership report 
Membership to be reviewed after the street party.
Relations with other local businesses: No further news.
Neighbourhood News
June edition at the printers, delayed by production problems and expected on 29 May.
AOB
None.
Next meeting: Tuesday 25 June 2024, 7.30pm at New Hope.
