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Show us your blooms  news in brief
and win prizes!

will be on Saturday 15 March,

2.30-4.00pm at the New Hope
Centre.

+ We have a date for this year's
Bell Tower Annual General
Meeting - Saturday 10 May,
10.30am at the New Hope
Centre. This year sees nationwide
celebrations  for  Rail 200,
commemorating the anniversary
of the world's first passenger
railway, and we hope to have a
railway-themed talk at the event
and possibly one or two other
related events this year.

* Unfortunately we have been
unable to hold a quiz this year
because New Hope has been
fully booked in the evenings. If
you have any suggestions for a
venue please contact us.

Our gardening competition is back! Next year we expect to be holding a | « We have just been told the
This is an opportunity to beautify gardening competition with a possible dates for this year's
your home and possibly win a prize — difference — in the spring instead of | street party, which we expect will
all you need to do is cultivate your the summer - so the choice of flowers | be in late June or early July in
front garden and let us know. We and the growing season will be very | Newport Road, and will advertise
expect the competition will have a different. the date nearer the time. Come
similar format to last year's. and join us for an afternoon of
fun, food and entertainment. If
you are interested in helping at
the event please email us at
info@bell-tower.org.uk.

This may seem a long way off, but it
Details of the competition and will soon be time to start thinking
available prizes will be published in about what to plant as bulbs for next
the next few weeks. Judging will take year will need to be planted in
place during July. September and October.
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Lighting up
the area

SHINING BRIGHTLY: The winning lights in York Road (left), and two other fine examples
in Caversham Road and Newport Road.

Residents” illuminations provided a
wealth of material for the judges of
the Bell Tower Christmas lights
competition.

As Bell Tower chair Liz Hobbs, vice-
chair Jonathan Dart and secretary
David Neale walked through the area
several interesting trends emerged.
Some residents had festooned the
foliage in their front gardens to great
effect, and others had used their
external lighting to frame their
Christmas trees, 203 Caversham Road
being the clearest example of the
latter. Others had used fencing,
porches and window frames to create
lighting effects.

One household’s efforts stood out
from the rest, not least because of its
smallness of scale. Fran and Stu of 43
York Road created a three-
dimensional miniature world of light,
which forced the observer to look
more closely and be drawn in. It
struck the judges as getting across the
seasonal message of light in the
darkness. We particularly loved their
little animations, and hope they enjoy
the chocolates.

Other displays which caught the
judges’ attention were 12 Printers
Road, for its use of the varying
window spaces and subtle colour
changes in the flashing display on the
balcony. In Newport Road, number
52 impressed with its variety of
figures and arch effect, and for sheer
dazzle power there was no beating
108 Addison Road despite 23
Swansea Road giving that household
good run for its money.

The judges were pleasantly surprised
by the sheer number of houses which
had made the effort to put up lights.
Unfortunately some were not
switched on at the time of the judging
and therefore could not be included
in the competition.

We shall probably run the
competition again this year and
would welcome any feedback or
suggestions. We would also like to
take this opportunity to thank
everyone in the area who put up
Christmas lights for their contribution
to the seasonal atmosphere.

Jonathan Dart

Let's get
together
again

We are planning a second “Meet
the  Neighbours” event on
Saturday 29 March at the New
Hope Centre between 10.30am
and 12.30pm following the
resounding success of the first
one on 11 January.

More than 25 people came to the
January event for coffee, biscuits
and a chat despite the freezing
weather.

A measure of success for the
event was the large number of

new faces, including young
families who attended. They have
all now made new friends within
the community and experienced
a warm welcome from
committee members who turned
out in force. One of the
immediate results is that we now
have a WhatsApp Group set up.

The decision to repeat the event
was based on feedback from
guests who told us they really
enjoyed the event.

“Meet the Neighbours” was the
brainchild of Bell Tower
committee  stalwart  Barbara
Kendall. Particular thanks should
also go to committee member
Bob Murrant and his wife Pat
who donated as well as served
the refreshments.

We look forward to seeing as
many residents as possible on 29
March when hopefully outdoor
temperatures will be much
higher.

Liz Hobbs
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