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GOING UP? (clockwise from top left) How Caversham Road might look, the retai l

park development, the former SSE site, and the Cox & Wyman development



Electric car
charging has

arrived

Exploring our
heritage

Our local history walks as part of
the national Heritage Open Days
in September were popular and
ful ly booked, and we held an
additional walk in November for
those that were unable to attend.
The history of several of the
area's landmarks was covered,
including the Moderation, EP
Col l ier School , the Drews
build ings and St Paul 's church,
formerly on the site now
occupied by New Hope. We hope
to repeat the walks next year.

News in brief
• We had a l ively and fun quiz
night in October at Richfields. The
quiz was chaired by Bel l Tower
secretary David Neale and we
had a packed house with over 30
participants again. Many thanks
to everyone that took part, to
Richard for arranging the event
and to Dan and Suzy at Richfields
for their warm welcome and
excel lent buffet. We hope to hold
another quiz early next year.

• Ward boundaries and counci l lor
al locations are under review in
Reading. Since the town's
population has been increasing
faster than the national average,
it has been proposed that the
town wil l have two extra
counci l lors, bring the total to 48;
to accommodate the new counci l
seats and even out ward
populations the ward map wil l
have to be redrawn. Abbey ward,
in particular, is projected to grow
to over 50% more than Reading's
average ward population by 2025
because of the prol iferation of
new developments

Our area could end up in a new
Thames ward (unrelated to the
existing ward with the same
name); most of this ward would
be the area between the main
rai lway l ine and the Thames, with
a smal l part of Lower Caversham
and the area around Kenavon
Drive. Consultations wil l take
place in early 2020.

• Cardiff Road residents recently
met with the counci l 's lawyer for
an update on the case against
the rai lway companies. The main
hearing is due to take place in
August 2020.

• Residents of the streets and
blocks of flats near the Thames
are considering forming a new
association. Their proposed area
is between Caversham Road,
Vastern Road and the Thames
and from Reading Bridge to the
Thames Lido. The new
association hopes to have an
inaugural meeting early next year
and wil l be a valuable partner in
our campaigns.

READY TO GO: a new charging point

in Caversham Road
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• This year's carol singing tour
around the local streets wil l be
on Wednesday 1 8 December.
Meet at New Hope Community
Centre at 6.00pm. Mince pies and
hot drinks wil l be offered
afterwards, from 7.00pm at New
Hope.




