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Celebrating our
areaʼs character
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ORIGINAL FEATURES: EP Collier School with its distinctive bell tower, and terraced
houses with patterned brickwork in Swansea Road

News in brief

• The former Cox & Wyman
printing works site is up for sale
with planning permission for 96
homes. The agents mention the
possibility of applying to build
more - councillors are aware of
this, and we will work with them
to advocate refusal of an
application that increases the
density of the development.
• Mediation to resolve the noise
and pollution from the train
depot has broken down, so the
council's court case will continue
later this year. Bell Tower has
written to our MP, Matt Rodda,
seeking a meeting with Health
Secretary Matt Hancock over
noise and pollution concerns.
• Thames Valley Police have been
having difficulty staffing the 1 01
non-emergency number recently
and call volumes have been high,
leading to trouble getting
through. If you need to make a
non-urgent report to the police
this can now also be done by
email, to AbbeyWithBattleNHPT@
thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

From maltings
to mallets

Cast iron lamp
posts to be
refurbished

THEN AND NOW: the Smallbone works in Caversham Road in the 1 940s, and the
malthouses in Northfield Road as they are today.

We finally have a date for
refurbishment of the remaining
cast iron lamp posts in our area.
This will start on Monday 25
February, so should be in
progress as this newsletter goes
to press. Addison Road is top of
the council's priority list as three
street lights there have not been
working. York Road, Newport
Road and Barry Place should
follow in a few weeks.
Lamp posts will have new swan
neck brackets fitted and will be
converted to LED, and the former
gas columns such as those in
Addison and York Roads will have
a small bollard installed nearby.
The council also plans to start
repainting all the remaining cast
iron lamp posts in the spring.

BELL TOWER: A LOCAL
AREA OF SPECIAL
CHARACTER
A talk on the area's architecture and
our application for recognition as a
Local Area of Special Character.

Wednesday 27 March 7.30pm
New Hope Centre
All welcome
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