BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
Wednesday 25 January 2023
Attendees
Jonathan Dart (chair)
David Neale
Jake Marin-Hanson
Pat Short
Sandie Gill 
Barbara Kendall
Liz Hobbs
Apologies: Richard Chandler 
Minutes of last meeting:  Minutes of the committee meeting on 30 November 2022 were accepted.
Matters arising: none.
Quiz preparations
New Hope, date set for Friday 3 February 2023 at 7.30pm. £5 including soup and refreshments with £50 first prize as before. Flyers being distributed. Sandie will get the food (no soup at Costco, will try supermarkets) including a gluten free option. Need to check on availability of cutlery and crockery.
AGM preparations
Possible speaker – Launchpad – David will ask. David offered to speak on security and scams as a backup plan. Proposed date Wednesday 29 March subject to the speaker’s availability.
Graffiti cleaning
More chemicals procured from the council, along with new graffiti wipes which have been very effective on smooth surfaces. David and Jonathan were kept busy in December cleaning tags, mainly in Caversham Road. Tags on the bus shelter reported to the council but not yet cleaned. The street advertising sign near the Gorge appears to have been cleaned by the owner.
Councillors’ February surgery
New Hope, Saturday 4 February 2023, 2-3.30pm. Advertised in the December newsletter. Concerned that no flyers for it have been seen yet.
Our main question will be on progress with installing bollards in the new Printworks estate to stop through traffic when the fencing is taken down. Also whether dates have been set for street parties yet.
Neighbourhood Watch
Liz Herbert has contacted Barbara and discussed some ideas about reviving Neighbourhood Watch in the area but no further contact yet. David is unable to attend this month’s SNF as it coincides with the Bell Tower committee meeting.
Other council matters
None reported.
Future events
Treasure Hunt – repeat in the spring, date to be decided.
Quiz – Friday 3 February 2023, details as above.
Street party – provisional date Saturday 3 June 2023.
Possible ideas for Volunteering Day in May?
RNN/RVA: Reading Borough Council has succeeded in its application for £19m levelling-up funding to improve the Hexagon and move the library into a new extension of the Civic Offices. This implies that RVA will have to find a new office at some point as the library will probably be sold for redevelopment – best guess at present is that this will be late 2024.
Finance: No change. David will submit outstanding expenses
Membership: No change.
Local businesses
No further progress.
Neighbourhood News
Next edition March 2023, copy deadline 15 February. Quiz article, adverts for street party and treasure hunt if dates confirmed, council matters. 
AOB
Possible Launchpad visit? David will talk to them next time he is there.
Next meeting: Wednesday 22 February 2023, 7.30pm, at New Hope.
