BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
Wednesday 25 May 2022
Attendees
Jonathan Dart
Richard Chandler
David Neale
Jake Marin-Hanson
Sandie Gill
Barbara Kendall
Mark Ralph
Apologies: Pat Short, Liz Hobbs
Minutes of last meeting:  Minutes of the committee meeting on 27 April 2022 were accepted.
Matters arising: none.
Cheese & Wine evening feedback
The event went well and only cost about £40 but we noticed a low attendance from Bell Tower helpers. Perhaps there is a tendency for emails not to be noticed.
Former Drews site
David, Jonathan and Mary met the developer and architect in the Drews car park, and were shown the design evolution on paper. The latest iteration keeps most of the main Drews building and replaces the southernmost building with a 6-storey tower that attempts at lower levels to reflect the character of the other buildings on the site. There would be one sizable retail unit, and the Northfield Road elevation would be kept intact.
The general feedback is that the retention of the main Drews building is welcome and the result we have is probably the best we can expect – David asked the developer about removing the top floor and extending over the car park instead but the developer replied that this had been looked into but was not feasible because some flats would not get enough light.
Other council matters
A proposal has been put forward to turn the Dawsons Music store at 65 Caversham Road into a bowling alley with additional games and a bar. Initial feedback is that the daytime use of the venue for family entertainment seems a good use for the site but with concerns about the late licence proposal, particularly for Northfield Road and Swansea Road residents. David has contacted the developer with feedback and has registered an objection to the licensing application, suggesting that closing at 11pm would be more appropriate than midnight/1am as proposed.
Street party
Saturday 4 June, 1.00pm onwards, Newport Road. Road closure application approved. Andy/Moderation will be serving food. DJ – Richard will ask Burt. Quiz – Richard handed this over and Jonathan or David will host this. Abi Ord will be away – David has been talking to Carole at New Hope who will ask around for help with children’s activities. One face painter so far (Maha). Flyers printed and distributed, and reminder flyers have been put on cars.
Future events
Quiz – collaboration with New Hope, who are keen to help. Thursday 7 July, probably with jacket potato catering. Suggested that flyers might be distributed at the street party but we need to agree on ticket contact and pricing before flyers can be produced.
Treasure hunt – a Sunday afternoon in August suggested.
Ceilidh – suggest October at New Hope. Jake will talk to the band about their availability.
RNN: Nothing significant to report.
Finance: Jake has the bank forms for changes of signature, and suggested setting up an email address such as treasurer@bell-tower.org.uk for bank correspondence and to facilitate online banking – David will add this. Signature changes – agreed to remove Rod Plinston and add Jonathan and Jake. David, Barbara and Sandie are the additional signatories.
Local businesses
Possible businesses to approach about offering a Bell Tower discount – Kamal’s Kitchen, Flavour of Mauritius, Caversham Cobbler. The Crowne Plaza has a new manager, and Barbara will ask them too.
Neighbourhood News
Next edition in June, featuring a report from the street party. Also advert for the quiz, details of new committee and update on developments.
AOB
None
Next meeting: Wednesday 29 June 2022, 7.30pm, expected to be at New Hope.
