BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
Wednesday 26 January 2022
Attendees
Jonathan Dart (chair)
David Neale
Richard Chandler
Barbara Kendall
Tony Newell
Pat Short
Apologies: Sandie Gill
Minutes:  Minutes of the committee meeting on 24 November 2021 were accepted. It is noted that Julia Wink has resigned from the committee since that meeting.
Matters arising: none.
New school in Richfield Avenue
Planning application 212061 now submitted.
Graffiti cleaning
A lot of graffiti has appeared in the area recently – David and Jonathan have cleaned graffiti from Caversham Road, York Road, Ross Road and the former Drews building, and the council has cleaned the railway bridge.
Local listings
Jonathan has has found some interesting documents, particularly on local education board members in the early 20th century – these included Edith Sutton (the country’s first female councillor, representing Battle Ward, which would have contained the school at the time) and department store owner Edward Jackson. EP Collier also visited. This information can now be added to the application.
Other council matters
Dog mess has been increasing in the area – perhaps new signs are needed?
Drug dealing has been seen by the school and in Cardiff and Northfield Roads.
Road closure signs are now unclear or missing.
Some speeding has been observed, particularly in Addison Road.
Jonathan will contact councillors.
Cheese & wine event
Provisionally early April at New Hope. We understand that alcohol can be provided if it is an invitation-only event.
AGM planning
Ideas for speakers: Amy, Greyfriars curate, on disaster relief; Readipop. Could possibly hold this in late March with enough notice (minimum 3 weeks required). Probably in person at New Hope.
Future events
Quiz – possible collaboration with New Hope.
Street party for the Platinum Jubilee – provisional date Saturday 4 June. Awaiting details of application deadline etc. from the council.
RNN: Nothing significant to report. RVA are mostly working remotely.
Finance: no new information, no change expected.
Local businesses
Richard suggested contacting local shops about street party goods.
Neighbourhood News
Next edition in March, copy deadline 15 February. Articles: reporting street problems etc., development updates?
AOB
None
Next meeting: Wednesday 23 February 2022, 7.30pm, expected to be at New Hope.
