BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
WEDNESDAY 31 MARCH 2021
This committee meeting was held by videoconference.
Attendees
Jonathan Dart (chair)
Richard Chandler
David Neale
Julia Wink
Apologies: Pat Short, Barbara Kendall, Sandie Gill, Tony Newell
Minutes:  Minutes of the committee meeting on 23 February 2020 were accepted.
Matters arising: none.
Drews development appeal
Mary Neale represented Bell Tower at the appeal on 24 March, arguing that the developer has neglected to consider the potential for reuse of the main buildings and that the excessive height of the proposed development is incongruous with the character of the area. The outcome will be decided by the planning inspector in the next few weeks and seems finely balanced.
LASC & local listings
Council officers are still resisting the concept of LASCs, and councillors are still negotiating.
First draft of the fire station listing done – Jonathan has contacted the fire service, no reply yet. Julia is looking at new avenues to get more history on the school.
Other council matters
Demolition of the Carters site has started.
New residents’ associations likely to be formed for t he Great Knollys Street area and Chatham Place.
Potential AGM
Covid-19 restrictions make a real-life AGM unrealistic at present – right now this is expected to have to be after 21 June if restrictions have been sufficiently lifted by then.
Local history project
David is still keen to make an oral history documentary interviewing people that have lived in the area for a long time. This is likely to start later in the spring when the weather is warm enough to do interviews comfortably in peoples’ gardens. 
RNN
RNN has been advertising the census support service available in the library and by phone.
Finance: no report.
Local businesses
The Standard Tandoori is still offering takeaway food but we are not sure how long this will last.
Neighbourhood News
March edition printed and distributed. June edition copy deadline will be 15 May.
AOB
Possible food bank collection – on a Saturday, 17 or 24 April suggested.
Treasure hunt (with appropriate social distancing)? Perhaps May half term week. Richard offered to organise this.
Reports of travellers at Rivermead
Likely drug dealing sightings in Randolph Road and around the junction of York Road and Caversham Road. As well as calling 101 residents can email AbbeyWithBattleNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.
Next meeting: Tuesday 27 April 2021 (please note different day), 7.30pm, by videoconference.
