BELL TOWER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING:  MINUTES
TUESDAY 27 OCTOBER 2020
This committee meeting was held by videoconference.
Attendees
Jonathan Dart (chair)
Richard Chandler
David Neale
Sandie Gill (part time)
Julia Wink
Tony Newell
Apologies: Pat Short, Barbara Kendall
Minutes:  Minutes of the committee meeting on 29 September 2020 were accepted.
Matters arising: none.
Drews development proposal
Bell Tower’s online petition to save the building gained 1100+ signatures. David spoke at the planning applications committee on 7 October. The committee disagreed with the planning officer’s recommendation and refused the application unanimously, with the height of the proposed building and loss of heritage being the main reasons given. The developers have announced their decision to appeal – timescale and process to be advised.
LASC and local listing of EP Collier School
LASC waiting for the proposed framework to be put to the council’s strategic environment, planning and transport (SEPT) committee. Awaiting access to archives to attempt to find out more about the school’s history. Jonathan will ask Sarah Mawby whether there is a school archive.
Train depot update
The council has agreed a stay of legal action with the train companies until June 2021. We are not sure of the reasons for this – Jonathan has contacted the council (Abbey ward councillors and Catherine Lewis) to request an explanation, no reply yet.
Other council matters
Another raid is planned on the unlicensed HMO in Cardiff Road.
Legal position
No change. Most voluntary organisations are still holding virtual meetings. Still not possible to meet at New Hope. David has discussed options with Herjeet at RVA – if a quorum of members can see and hear each other this is considered sufficient. Suggestion made that if we reach next March without an AGM we should hold it online if there is no other option, with voice dial-in available to anyone without internet access.
RNN
Nothing to report.
Planning for an uncertain world
We could do another food bank collection, perhaps for a very limited time at a weekend such as 10.00-12.00. Jonathan will discuss date options with Sarah Mawby.
Virtual events
Possible virtual quiz? Richard will look at options.
Finance: no report.
Local businesses
The Moderation has been busy, Standard Tandoori mainly doing takeaways.
Neighbourhood News
Next edition December 2020, copy deadline 15 November. Possible article from Berkshire Industrial Archaeology Group on the history of Cox & Wyman if we can get permission to use it, along with updates on Drews, the train depot, any other planning matters, possible quiz or food bank collection. We expect to self-finance this edition again, with no advertising charges.
AOB
None.
Next meeting: Tuesday 24 November 2020, 7.30pm, by videoconference.
